
OPEN CIVIL SOCIETY LETTER TO ICC PROSECUTOR FATOU BENSOUDA 

June 14, 2021 

Dear Madam Prosecutor, 

As your term as prosecutor of the International Criminal Court (ICC) draws to a close, we are 

writing to thank you for your longstanding service and significant contributions to the ICC, as well 

as to acknowledge the progress that the Office of the Prosecutor has made during your tenure.  

While civil society organizations have identified areas for improvement and will continue to 

advocate for changes to ensure effective investigations and prosecutions, the office has made 

considerable advances in a number of situations and preliminary examinations under your 

leadership. 

We especially admire the high degree of independence you have exhibited during your mandate. 

Your office has opened investigations in the face of immense pressure and politicized opposition. 

You have done this work at great personal and institutional cost. Developments on the ground in 

Myanmar, Afghanistan, and Palestine over the last few months have confirmed that 

accountability in those and other situations is essential, especially when the ICC is the only 

remaining option for justice. We will call on the next prosecutor to build on this legacy and 

continue to ensure that the court fulfils its mandate, regardless of the nationality or position of 

alleged perpetrators.  

Finally, we thank you for your office’s—and your personal—constructive engagement and 

collaboration with civil society over the past eighteen years. As the office transitions into new 

leadership, civil society cooperation will be critical to the court’s success, and we will continue to 

work hard to support the ICC.  

We wish you the very best with your future endeavors.  
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