
THE URGENCY OF SUPPORTING COALITIONAL 
QUEER FEMINIST SOLIDARITY: RESPONDING TO 

THE ANTI-TRANS AND ANTI-GENDER 
MOVEMENTS IN INTERNATIONAL JUSTICE
• Alexandra Lily Kather (they/-), co-founder of the emergent 

justice collective
• Dr. Jamie Hagen (she/her), Lecturer (Assistant Professor) in 

International Relations at Queen's University Belfast & founding 
co-director of the Centre for Gender in Politics

• Introduction by Alix Vuillemin, Executive Director, Women’s 
Initiatives for Gender Justice



WHAT ARE ANTI-
TRANS AND ANTI-
GENDER 
MOVEMENTS?

MANIFESTATIONS 
IN INTERNATIONAL 
JUSTICE?

WHY IS IT 
IMPORTANT TO 
RESPOND AND 
HOW?



WHAT IS COMING 
UP FOR YOU AS 
WE ENTER THIS 
CONVERSATION?



“WHAT IS REQUIRED OF US IN THIS 
LONG TIME OF OUR UNDOING?” 

CHRISTINA SHARPE, ORDINARY 
NOTES (NOTE 246)

“SHE WAS, SHE KNEW, IN A QUEER 
INDEFINITE WAY, A DISTURBING 
FACTOR”

NELLA LARSEN, QUICKSAND



ON PRONOUNS

ALOK V MENON



Anti-trans and anti-gender movements 
in international justice



Institutionalized 
policies and 

strategies

■ ICC OTP 2014 Sexual and Gender-Based 
Crimes Policy

■ IIIM 2022 Gender Strategy

■ ICC OTP 2022 Gender Persecution Policy

■ ICC OPT 2023 Gender-Based Crimes Policy

■ Draft Articles on Prevention and Punishment 
of Crimes against Humanity (Feminist 
Strategy: Silence)



Institutionalized policies and strategies 
– ways forward

■ Being more specific about the difference between: Gender (identity) and sexuality 

■ Using key terms and gloassary to explicitly represent all gender identities, including trans person 
and all sexualities, including pansexuality and asexuality within realms of protection and safety

■ Honouring positionality and the role it plays in understanding harm: how we move beyond seeing 
harm from a heterosexual, cis-gender perspective?

■ Uplifting practitioners in academia and practice that identify as LGBTQIA+

■ Leaning into proactivity: trans-institutional, trans-border advocacy towards an expansiveness of 
gender, explicitly, specific and without silence

■ Reorienting through policies and jurisprudence - Art. 21 (1)/ Art 21 (3), if not rewriting of Art. 7 (3) 



Literature
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Conception of Gender in a Gender-Critical World, Wisconsin International Law 
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■ Mari ́a Manuela Ma ́rquez Vela ́squez, Intersex: A Neglected Category in the 
Understanding of Gender-Based Crimes at the ICC?, OPINIOJURIS (Mar. 9, 2022), 



COALITIONAL QUEER FEMINIST SOLIDARITY 



“I am asking you in anticipation of 
achievement and disappointment 
and accomplishment and failure to 
make another way, to trace a 
different path to another set of 
social arrangements so that we 
might all live”

Saidiya Hartman



Queering Women, 
Peace and 
Security

Addressing 
heteronormative and 

cisgender assumptions in 
gender, peace and 
security practice

Implementing the WPS 
agenda with an 

intersectional approach

Attention to sexual 
orientation and gender 

identity

Revisiting what issues 
‘count’ as queer issues

Confronting racial 
hierarchies

Queer re-imaginings of 
peace and security

JEB (Joan E. Biren), Delaware Dykes for 
Peace, Jobs, & Justice, 1979.

See: Queering  Women, Peace and Security (2016)

https://www.academia.edu/32098155/Queering_women_peace_and_security


Collaboration with 
Colombia Diversa
Objective: find common ground for alliances 
Discussions based on:
■ What does security mean for LGBTQ 

women?
■ What are specific risks faced by LGBTQ 

women?
■ What does prevention, protection, 

participation, relief and recovery look like 
for LBTQ women?

■ How can we articulate the advances in the 
inclusion of LBTQ women in the WPS 
agenda with the peacebuilding work of 
LGBTIQ+ social movements?



Theory & Policy Into 
Practice

Hosting Conversation Cafes about queering peace and security
Pictured: group from conversation café in NYC, March 2023 See:  Queering WPS in practice toolkit

https://www.christianaid.org.uk/resources/our-work/queering-women-peace-security-agenda-practice-based-toolkit

